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1. Chapter 1 

The Saunaka munis request the sage sUta to narrate the mAhAmyam of SrlvEmkaTESa 
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«f^N&*T Hl^lcHH, ^tf^TRT WT^T: 
9 ftWI *pfer ^rT ^TTT ^trf^Rft": II— 1-1 

Sri SaunakAdaya Ucu@h 

Sri vEmkaTESa mAhAtmyam SrlnivAsa prasAdata@h 
Srlpradam sarvadA sUta dayayA prOktavanasi@h--l-l 

The Saunaka munis, who were always interested in hearing the devotional topics, 
mentioned to the sage SUta that you already told us the virtues and greatness of the 
blessed Lord SrlvEmkaTESa. The great benevolent sage SUta (who was blessed one by 
the Lord nArAyoNd) was the expert in narrating the purANAs by exposing their intricate 
phylosophic meaning. 

£$o h$* 453^6*§ Sr>§$£hS coSStf 63o§ 11—1-2 

*f*pj; tft^t ^t^raT ^pflyifH m^nI^ i -1-2 

ita@h param SrInivAsa@h Srlpati@h sarvaSO hi na@h 

katham prltO BavEtsadyO hyaBIshTAni pravarshayEt — 1-2 

SrlnivAsa is the Lord (svAmi) and the shelter (ASrayam) for Srllakshmi, brahma, rudra 
and other dEvAs as well as to us. What is the reason that He is so happy and content and 
yet He redeems all our boons and gives us bliss? Can you tell us the eminence 
(mAhAtmyam) of such a kind hearted Lord? 

£>6&5 ^6^66^ &dSjT>i^6Ei SoSjEi 6& 11—1-3 
da«*«* fTTjaf sfesT ^^l*idH, 

tadvadasva kRHpApUrNa vEmkaTESa kathAmR A itam 
Bagavan sarvatattvaj~na dayApAtram vayam tava — 1-3 

You are a great mystic philosopher, person of immense knoweldge, compassionate and 
great saint. We deserve your compassion and so please once again narrate the eminence 
(mAhAtmyam) of the Lord by which we will obtain the endless bliss (muktf). 

The above three SlOkAs indicate, how the truth seekers (i.e., the Devotees of the Lord) 
have to approach the true guru and request him to show them the right path to obtain 
mukti. 



d&qr £>^5i £q^£^<S> S$^°§&> &&&Ei &$<S) II— 1-4 

q-^rr *jsq; crtrr^ ^nft" ^t^th; q^m; 1-1-4 

Sri sUta uvAca@h 

SR A iNudhvam munayO divyam sAvadhAnatayA tvidam 

yathA pR A ishTam tathaivAham vakshyAmi vacanam SuBam — 1-4 

hE munis\ I will tell you the divine story of the Lord which you want to hear sincerely 
and devotedly in order to get the good will of the Lord. The sUta narrates the omni- 
potential omni-presence, omni-science and supreme divine knowledge aspects of the 
Lord in the following SlOkAs. 

"5oSe!)£;$"^ Ss* a $j*3* £ $s&§& II-- 1-5 

3+dlfe^HH, ^TFTFj; ^ftt ^TTf^f ff^R" 
t^TWt ^T ^T ^ft ^T ^R^fd 11-1-5 

vEmkaTAdrisamam sthAnam brahmAmDE nAsti kimcana 
vEmkaTESasamO dEvO naBUtO na Bavishyati —1-5 

In the entire universe, there was / is / will be no equivalent place as great as 
vEmkaTAcalam. Like the Lord of vEkaTAcalam, who redeems all the sins by chanting 
His name, there was / is / will be, no other equivalent Deity as great as Him. 

^^ zr6£Ei &d£^&$o^S> £)63§£6;5S) II— 1-6 

cT^ttn dk+H, ^ttwr; ^pi^TRj-i-e 

adButam cAsya caritam varNitam kEna SakyatE 
tathApi tArakam sarvapApaGnam puNyavardhanam —1-6 

The story of the Lord SrlnivAsa is so thrilling and great that it cannot be explained by 
anybody to think of. (The purANAs say even brahma cannot dare to explain). Just by 
hearing the great story of SrlnivAsa, one gets rid of all the sins, gets liberated from the 
cycle of births and deaths (mOksham) and also one finds his/her virtuous deeds and acts 
embellished. 

&&66S* &$AtfSi5*$1ki $u°£6b&6S3 11—1-7 






suvicitramapUrvA rtham dEvarshyA diB irA vR A itam 
lOkOttaram mahAScaryam vakshyE sarvArthasiddhidam —1-7 

The SrlnivAsa story is extraordinarily wonderful. Hence, it is different from others and 
meaningful manifold. It is highly appreciated by brahma and other dEvatas as well by 
great sages like nArada. The moment one hears the story, it showers on him/her divine 
knowledge (way to eternal bliss, the muktf) and hence, it is extremely useful to the world. 
It is amazingly great even from brahma and other dEvatas. It grants all the beneficial 
boons which cannot be obtained even by doing yaj~naAs and tapas (austerity, meditation, 



penance, etc.). Because the story is so powerful and beneficial for obtaining liberation, I 
am going to tell you the story elaborately depending on my ability. 

666 kpv$i &> 6 or>&r> 5J*5Sjrt8 &#s 11—1-8 

cT^cf sflPNw^ stf^m ^TF^T: SJ*T: 11-1-8 

SEshAcalE yAnmAhAtmya manyakshEtrE n tat kvacit 
tadgata SrlnivAsya mahimA nAnyaga@h SuBa@h —1-8 

In the dvApara yuga, the popularly known SEshAcalam had earned a great name for its 
sanctity and mahima. In the entire universe, no other place has earned such a great name 
as SEshAcalam has. SrlnivAsa, who resides in such a divinely precious place, the 
SEshAcalm, is an embodiment of such supreme mahima which cannot be found 
elsewhere. 

Even though in other sacred places, the Deities do exhibit mahima and grant boons to the 
Baktas, SrlnivAsa' 's mahima is far superior and commendable (i.e. is the meaning of the 
phrase mahimA nAnyaga@h). Because of the extraordinary eminence of the Lord, all the 
seven days, all types of special arcanas, and vratams are being performed at the 
SrlnivAsa temple. In His presence (i.e., at the temple), every minute spent is sacred and 
auspicious. He is always there for redeeming the Baktas if one invokes Him with sincere 
devotion. 

£Q6E> 3®£^Zv srtfs-cpjtfSjSv & II — 1-9 

cjfuMH, -I id ^ Kl y, ^kdl^HI^ ^ II— 1-9 

vEdEshu ca purANEshu vEmkaTESa kathAmRHtam 
varNitam cEtihAsEshu BAratAdyAgamEshu ca —1-9 

Hence, in all the vEdas, purANAs, itihAsas, Agamas like BAratam (called 5 vEdd), and 
also in ancient rAmAyoNam, the sacred story of the Lord SrlnivAsa was praised a lot. 

ES^MS) afl^eg &>£^c3£ g6£5°6ed5} 11—1-10 
3o£dr>GT &ffli^2.&fflfi € d fl 3 atfj3 II — 1-11 
5lMM<H, ferW" H^4+K"IH, 1-1-10 

3+dial ^jf%^t^jf%^m ^ f^rtii-1-11 

manOharom tu samSrAvya mihAmutrEsHF adAyakam 
j~nAnapradam viSEshENa mahadaiSvaryakAraNam —1-10 
vairAgyaBaktisatvAdipradEmdriyavaSapradAm 
vEmkaTAdrau SucikshEtrE@2SucidOshO na vidyatE —1-11 

I will tell you the glorious story of SrlvEmkaTESa which bestows on devotees: 

* all the wealth and prosperity needed in running day-to-day life 

* knowledge of the Lord needed to attain mOksha 



* Sraddha (steadfastness and faith) to pursue the path of liberation 

* bliss and happiness to the heart and soul 

* detached outlook, righteous behavior to have a control over the senses. 

In order to redeem the Baktas, the Lord left the abode vaikumTham and is resident at 
vEmkaTAcalam. Hence, the vEmkaTAcalam is such a pure and sacred place that even the 
impure and dirty beings or things get sanctified in the place. Just by nAmasmaraNa of the 
Lord, every thing or being gets purified as per the vishNusahasra nAmam: 
"ysya smaraNa mAtrENajanma samsAra bamdhanAt 
vimucyatE namastasmai vishNavE praBavishNavE" 

The same truth was repeatedly mentioned by sUta in his discussion on vEmkaTESa 
mAhAtmyam . 

According to the North American studies on human behavior, if an idea has to be 
absorbed by a human mind, it requires that the idea has to be repeatedly stressed upon at 
least six times by a preacher or a teacher in a discussion group. This what exactly sUta 
did in stressing the eminence of SrlvEmkaTESa. 

H£ £&& aS^^S) Sj- 3^6^ s£6§di>§ 11-1-12 

m otr; wrth; f| RmCm Rm: 1-1-12 

tasmAdvEmkaT anAthasya naivEdyam grAhyamuttamam 
tEva kshEmam prajAnAm hi viparltE vivaryaya@h—l-12 

The supreme benediction, the prasAdam of SrlvEmkaTESa should be received with 
utmost respect and devotion for prosperity and health of the individual. Otherwise, one 

gets into troubles leading to grief in one's life. 

The prasAdam of SrlvEmkatESa bestows on the individual yoga & kshEmam: 

1) To get something which was not existing earlier (called acquisition—j^ga^) ; 

2) To safe guard the existing thing is called "keep it going without stumbling blocks" 
(kshEmam). 

&zr(S§&oS* &iStr-a-S&>gt 3tf°£o2cr* cS&SS 6 £3sa§§ 11-1-13 

SHI^Hdl ^r^ELpfW: M# ^"crfr ^ttj^ : 11-1-13 

kartA hi sR A ishTisthitisamyamAdErdhartA rajas satvatamAmsyanarha@h 
anAdyanamtO vacaSA@2nirukta@h sadASrayO dEvavarO varENya@h—J-J3 

For the attributes of life, like existence, well-being, proper guidance, knowledge, 
ignorance, entanglement in the relationship, for the ultimate demise as well as for 
mOksha (liberation) of the creations in the universe, the Lord plays the significant role. 
Depending upon the karma bamdham of the individual, the Lord creates the individual to 
go through the sequence of combination of the above attributes , specially customized to 
that specific individual (creation). 

Even though the Lord is the doer of the above mentioned things as well as the primal 
source of the triguNas, He is not attached to the triguNas and He does not go through the 
cycle of birth and deaths like others. The reason being, He is dEvavara: i.e., one who is 
the embodiment of supreme knowledge (j~nAna svarUpa), eternal bliss and happiness 
(Anamda svarUpa) as well as the embodiment of divine glow and splendor (tEjas 
svarUpa). Hence, He is called dEvavara (the best of the Deities). There are 
severalmeanings of the word <aEva(like krIDA, vijiglshA, vyavahAra, dyuti, stuti, mOda, 



mada, svapna, kAmti and gatishu) but only few of them are picked up for basic 
understanding. 

Such a dEvavara, the Lord SrlnivAsa, the lord of all the lOkAs, is praised by the Deities 
like brahma, ISvara, etc. and He gives the power and energy to the them and rules over 
them. Hence, the Lord SrlnivAsa, is the only one worthy of worship and He is the 
ultimate shelter (sadASrayam) for everybody. 

$pssd5x>a &Sj*£5^§ 3o£&£o 3c& 32^ II--1-14 

'i^^'fd H^m«Mi t^rq; fm ^ n -1-14 

nityam brahmA Siva@h SEsha garuDEmdrAdayO@2marA@h 
pUjayamti mahABaktyA vEmkaTESam Sriya saha—1-14 

Deities like brahma, rudra, SEsha, garutmAnJmdra, etc., always worship SrlnivAsa who 
is associated with lakshmi. Similarly, lakshmi also worships the Lord SrlnivAsa even 
though she is always associated with Him as His beloved wife. He is worshipped by all as 
He is the most supreme Lord. 

q cO cO 

ssSSjS &^6^b<£>$^ ^9*8 5§<3u's_<)gdSi8 II — 1-15 

*mw ^^frrer Fpff sW«J3ii3<R: n-1-15 

carAcaragururdEva@h sarvasAkshl mahESvara@ 

japyasta pyO@hrcanIyaSca smaryO dhyEyO@hKilairapi@h \\~1-15 

For the living creatures like human beings, He is the supreme teacher of the divine 
knowledge. For the creation like trees, etc., He is the motivator and benefactor (i.e., 
kartd). For the entire creation, All the time, He is the only direct witness (i.e., 
sAkshlBUtd) who knows what the entire creation is doing knowingly or un-knowingly 
(good as well as bad). Such SrlnivAsa who is the Lord of all the Deities should be 
worthy of great esteem, worship and chanting the name by all the creation all the time. 

For those, who do not have the ability to do Bajan and pUja, a simple way out is to chant 
the Lord's name and glory. 

^crS^^qr'qr^s &j*§o T, ;j*;S§;5o3>§d5r o II--1-16 

^<M s 8^rT^TT:+^KMM^^'m 11-1-16 

tanmanA stadgataprANO BaktyAtannAma samsmarEt 
gOdAnnaSvamEdhA dhyA@h kanyA dA nA nyasamKyayA — 1- J 6 

£^&^£§£ber>§3 S&r>ST*S^§& 5&Jer , &^S& 11-1-17 

d^HIH^i^^lR Hl^lcHH, ft^K^^l ■ " 1 - 17 
asamKyamErusauvarNa dAnAnyanyAnyanEkaSa@h 
tannAmasmRHtyatulyAni mAhAtmyam kimutAdButam — 1-1 7 

With steady mind and concentrating all the energy (prANd) on the Lord, as well as 
understanding the mAhAtmyam of the Lord, one should chant the name and glory of the 



Lord with deep devotion. Innumerable gifts like (gift of cows [gOdAnam], gift of 
unmarried girls [kanyAdAnam to the bride grooms for auspicious marriage] , aSvamEdha 
yaj~na&, giving huge heaps of gold as charity) are not at all a match to the chanting of the 
Lord's name and glory. The vishNusahasra nAma stOtram also establishes this fact 
strongly. 

geftira £*£& £t>zr><£> &Sj*<^3 

gfcer»9>j &&*6^6 3s*^el> &oSjt>&6E> 11-1-18 

^fit WT ^RTR; ^fWRT H^H^i 

=t>pHiM h^mIRi spftctttj Trrr^rR; i -1-18 

itiSEshENa kathitam kapilAya mahAtmanE 
kapliAKya mahAyOgi sakASAttu mayASrutam — 1-18 

The great sage sUta was saying that the mAhAtmyam of the Lord was told to him by his 
guru kapila (one of the avatAras of the Lord hah). The great kapila was in turn told by 
the great AdiSEsha, the thousand hooded serpent king, the bed of Sri hah 

©S^S* &>e$6w*6&> iS $£eu#$Ss c&^ofc^H 11-1-19 

mt ^r ^io6i^ ^ ^s^m; ^<-h^Mc)ii -1-19 

taduktam BavatAmadya sadya@h prltikaram harE@h 

atO vO mamgaLArtham ca SR A iNudhvam yanmayOcyatE — 1-19 

The sage sUta was talking to Saunaka munis,: 

I am going to tell you the glory of the Lord SrlnivAsa, as heard from my guru kapila 
muni. I will reveal to you from now on the means by which one can obtain the mercy of 
the Lord to realize the benefits and His Grace. 

a&SSotftf j3& ^S"3 Ste&oST 8 ssiio£dSj*8 11-1-20 

Rbu^'<9f^ ^T ^WF f^tf^TT: II -1-20 

SrlvEmkaTESayAtrArtham gacCadhvam sudR A iDhavratA@h 
vishNusamdarSanam kR A itvA BaktimamtO JitEmdriyA@h-- 1 -20 

You should go on afoot on a pilgrimage to visit SrlnivAsa, the Lord with utmost 
dedication, devotion and control over your senses. By hearing the glory of the Lord, by 
fixing your mind firmly on Him, by chanting the name of Him, control your senses and 
pay a visit to see the Lord vEmkaTESa (the one who is within the all the beings and the 
one who rules all of us) in vEmkaTAcalam . 

$%(b£ € &] r 6 aff*5y*fijqj° ^as^i £r>3§ II-1-21 

FTpTcOT R^MI^TT ifltdPQ ^: n -1-21 

stOtram kurudhvam bahudhA BagavadguNa varNanai@h 
svaguNOtkarsha vij~nAnAdyathA prltirnijE harE@h--l-21 

According to the manOdharma (mental make up and ability) and firm devotion, one 
should please SrlnivAsa, the Lord and praise the virtues of Him. 



(IS^j ft^ra 3o&£s 33^3 gSStf© 11—1-22 

^ cT^^ft" sflRkRd £|5lMM*TT Heft 
H^eTT *dl3"l 7^: ^b||fH y^R) , __i_ 2 2 

ra? tAdR A iSI prltirasti hyaj—nAnyathA matau 

BaktyA stOtrENa samtushTa@h sarvEshAni pravarshati — i-22 

The virtues of hari are immensely praised in SrlvishNu sUktam and purusha sUktam and 
one should accordingly worship the Lord in order to please Him. On the contrary, if one 
worships Him, without recognizing His virtues and mAhAtmyam, the Lord SrlnivAsa will 
not be pleased. If only one worships Him with utmost sincerity and devotion, then only 
one gets his/her desires fulfilled. 



